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TO : THE CITY C O U N C I L  
FROR: THE CITY MAIJAGER'S OFFICE 

C O U N C I L  MEETING DATE 
OCTOBER 5 ,  1988 

SUEJECT: AEGPT A STAFF R E P O R T  ON NEGOTIATED ACQUISITION O F  PA2KER/BRIGGS A N D  KETTELEAPJ 
PROPERTIES,  OR IN THE A L T E R G A T I V E ,  TO SET A DATE FOR CCNSIGERATIOM O F  AD0PTIOI.I 
O F  A RESOLUTION O F  PlECESSITY 

PREPARED BY: C i t y  Attorney 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: As the Council i s  aware, t h e  City i s  i n  the process 
of acqiri rifig property f o r  the project generally 
referred t o  as the C-Basin p a r k .  I n  order t o  deal 

w i t h  various in teres ts ,  the park p l a n  was redesigned, which resulted i n  the 
necessity or des i rabi l i ty  of acquiring a portion of property t o  the east  of 
the original location, belonging t o  the Parker-Briggs family. Although some 
increased costs resulted fruni this  redesign, Mr. Geweke has indicated his 
willingness t o  absorb the additional costs in order t o  sa t i s fy  his needs fo r  a 
600-foot deep frontage 3n Beckman Road. 

The owners of the adjacent Parker-Briggs land have indicated a willingness 
t o  se l l  the necessary land a t  the same price agreed upon i n  the 
Geweke-Kettelman transaction, as long as the park which was created i s  named 
"The Reuben and Mary Pixley Park". This proposal has not met a broadly 
favorable response. On one h a n d ,  the Fixley name apparently i s  n o t  widely 
recognized from a local historical perspective. On the other h a n d ,  the 
present owners of this land (Parker-Criggs) feel t h a t  the l a n d  i s  worth more 
t h a n  the $26,200 per acre ptesentiy anticipated as a sales price, and  
therefore feel they are mak ing  a substantial donation or accommodation i n  
exchange for  naming the park a f t e r  their  ancestors. I t  appears t h a t  the 
naming of the park i s  the only remaining point of contention. 

The proposed agreement between Mr. Geweke and the City, which will be 
distributed t o  the C,uncil prior t o  consideration of  this agenda item, spel ls  
o u t  Mr. Geweke's agreement t o  indemnify the City f3r the increased costs of 
constructing the park based on the redesign t o  accommodate his needs, and 
other incidental costs as enumerated. The Geweke and Kettelman in teres ts  have 
expressed no concern one way o r  another over the naming of the pa rk .  

On the other h a n d ,  i f  the Council finds i t  unacceptable t o  name the p a r k  a f t e r  
the Pixleys, b u t  s t i l l  desires t o  move forward promptly w i t h  the ccnstruction 
of the redesigned plan, i t  may be necessary t o  commence condemnation of the 
Parker-Briggs land i n  order t o  keep the project moving forward i n  a timely 
fashion. Gerald Sperry, attorney for the Geweke in teres ts ,  has s tated t h a t  
Mr. Geweke would be willing t o  agree i n  advance to pay whatever value was 
established for the property i n  the condemnation action, and  t o  pay the 
attorney's fees fo r  M r .  Sperry t o  part icipate as co-counsel i n  the 
condemnation action, should t h a t  be required. 
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Time has become an element i n  th is  project. The option held by Mr. Geweke 
from the Kettelmans t o  purchase the property apparently expired in May of th i s  
year, a n d  has been held open on a verbat agreement. However, Sob E l l i o t ,  the 
!:ettelman's a-LLorney, h a s  iridicated t h a t  i f  the matter does n o t  niove forward 
promptly, the Kettelmans would have t o  reconsider the proposal, and  wou ld  be 
seeking another appraisal t o  establish the present value of the l a n d .  

RECOMMENDATf ON:  There appear t o  be two options available t o  the 
Council i n  th is  matter; f i r s t ,  i f  the Council i s  
agreeable t o  naming  the C-Basin p a r k  "The Reuben and 

Mary Pixley Park", the matter can probably be disposed of quickly since Mr. 
Geweke has indicated his willingness t o  pay the additional costs involved i n  
the l and  acquisition and redesign. However, i f  the Council does n o t  desire t o  
name the park  af ier  the Parker-Briggs ancestors, i t  may be necessary t o  
acquire the property by condemnation if  the Council wants to  build the park as 
redesigned. I n  t h a t  event, the Council shou:d ,  a t  this meeting, s e t  a date t o  
consider the adoption o f  a resolution of necessity i n  order t o  commence 
eminent domain proceedings. I t  i s  recommended t h a t  the second meeting i n  
November be designated for  t h a t  purpose i f  th i s  i s  the o p t i o n  the Council 
desi res . 

Respectfully submitted, 

City Attorney 

BPI : vc 
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C O U N C I L  C 0 M M U N I C A T  I 0  N 

TO : TH: C I T Y  couNcrL COU?iCIL K E E T I N G  DATE 
FROX: TIlE CiTY MANAGER'S OFFICE OCTOBER 5 ,  1988 

AGENPA TITLE: ADOPT A STAFF REPORT ON NEGOTIATED ACQUISITION OF PARKER/BRIGGS AND 

- CONSIDERATIOfd OF ADOPTION O F  A RESOLGTION OF NECESSITY 
KETTEiJlAN PROPERTIES O R ,  IN THE A L T E R N A T I V E ,  TO SET A DATE FOR 

PREPARED B Y :  C i t y  Attorney 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: A t  the Council meeting of  September 28, 1988, the 
City Attorney was directed t o  explore possible 
disposition of the matter involving redesign of and 

land acquisition fo r  the C-Basin park  on Beckinan Road. 

As the Council will r eca l l ,  the original design of  the park  was modified 
somewhat t o  accommodate the desires of Gary1 Geweke, who wished t o  acquire 
adjacent property from the Kettelman family. A second plan was drafted, 
which has  been found by the Parks and  Recreation Department to be preferable 
t o  the original design. However, the redesign involves placing the park  east  
of the existing Basin on land which presently belongs t o  the Parker/Briggs 
family. 

The ParkerjBriggs family has stated they are  willing t o  se l l  the necessary 
l a n d  t o  the City of Lodi fo r  the same amoun t  as t h a t  paid by Mr. Geweke to  the 
Kette'imans ($26,260 per acre) ,  b u t  a s  a condition, wish the p a r k  t o  be named 
"Rgeben and Mary Pixley Park"  in honor o f  the Parker/Briggz ancestors. 

This c o n d i t i o n  has not been universally endorsed by part ies involved, who 
point out t h a t  parks are t radi t ional ly  named t o  h o n o r  familizs who donate the 
land, n o t  simply se l l  i t  t o  the public en t i ty .  However, the ParkerjSrigys 
family believes thei r  land i s  worth over twice the amount per acre paid by Mr. 
Geweke t o  the Kettefmans for  adjacent land, and thus they feel they are 
making a substantial d o n a t i o n  toward the park. 

After consul tation and negotiation w i t h  Attorneys Lewis Hawkins, 
representing the ParkerjBriggs in teres t  , Gerald Sperry representing Mr. 
Geweke, and Robert E l l io t  on behalf of the Kettelmans, there appear t o  be 
three workable o p t i o n s  available: 

OPTION 1: 
Abandon plans t o  expand the C-Basin, and construct a park .  T h i s  does n o t  
appear practical based on the Ci ty ' s  needs and  Council's desires as 
heretofore expressed. 
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OPTION 2: 
Execute a four-party agreement in w h i c h  the City agrees to  b u i l d  the 
revised plan and name the p a r k  "Rueben and  Mary Pixley Park". Under 
th.is scenario, the Parker/Briggs family will accept the same amount  per 
acre (S26 ,26C per acre) ,  Mr. Geweke will agree t o  p a y  the additional costs 
of the redesigned plan, and the Kettelmans will st.7: the !and necessary 
t o  the City and t o  Mr. Geweke. Tentative negotiations indicate th i s  i s  
acceptable t o  the Ketielmans and i4r .  Geweke. 

The only real hurdle l e f t  under th i s  option i s  the wiilingness of the 
Council to name the p a r k  a f t e r  the Pixley family. If  t h a t  i s  agreeable, 
then this  appears t o  be the most viable option. 

OPTION 3 :  
Under this  option, should the Council decide against naming the p a r k  a f t e r  
the Pixley family, and  the Briggs/Parker family will n o t  voluntarily 
se l l  the land otherwise, the Council nay wish to s e t  a date fo r  a hearing 
on a resolution of necessity t o  acquire the land by eminent domain. I f  
this  i s  done, Mr. Geweke has indicated his willingness t o  pay the ultimate 
value of the land as  determined i n  l i t iga t ion ,  a s  well a s  costs of an 
associate lawfirm for the l i t iga t ion .  

Before th is  i s  done, however, a finding should be made by the City Council 
t h a t  the second design i s  preferable for municipal needs, and no t  adopted 
primarily t o  accommodate Mr. Geweke. The City nay not use i ts  eminent 
domain powers t o  acquire land simply to  a s s i s t  private interests .  
However, if the second d e s i g n  of the p a r k  i s  preferable from a municipal 
standpoint, the fac t  that  Mr. Geweke i s  an incidental beneficiary is  
unimportant . 
The des i rabi l i ty  o f  this option s h o u l d  be weighed against the risks 
inherent i n  l i t iga t ion .  I f  found preferable, the Council should s e t  the 
hearing on the resolution of necessity f o r  the Rovember 2 ,  1988 Council 
meeting . 

On the other hand, i f  the second o p t i o n  (naming the pa rk  a f t e r  the Pixley 
family) i s  decided u p o n ,  a resolution authorizing the City Manager and City 
Clerk to  execute the necessary documents fo r  acquisition of the land, and 
designating the s i t e  "Rueben and Mary Pixfey Park" should be b r o u g h t  back 
fo r  adoption a t  the October 19, 1988 Council meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BOB McNATT 
City Attorney 

BM : vc 
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H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Rueben Pixley Fami ly  

As taker ,  from t h e  P i x l e y  F a n ~ i l y  B i b l e  and  o t h e r  c l i p p i n g s  
four:d and t.akc:: frLim Lod i  local p a p e r s  at :  t h e  d e z t h  of d i f f e r e n t  
members c f  the  f a m i  1 y .  

Theror? ~ F : i l e y  who w a s  t h e  f a t h e r  of Reuben P i x l e y  was borri 
Q c t o b e r  29, 1 3 1 4 ,  i n  t h e  S t a t e  cf iijic:hiqar?. Ee was n 2 r r i e d  
S a r a h ,  i n  O z k l ~ r 6  Co! j i l t ? / ’ ,  C i t y  of Grovelanc!,  S t a t e  o f  P’i ichicsn o n  
F e b r u a r y  6 ,  1 8 3 9 .  

The ron  P i x l e y  came t o  C a l i f o r n i a  i n  t h e  y e a r  1849 and  b o u g h t  
l a n d  s o u t h w e s t  o f  L o d i  where  M i c k e ’ s  Grove P a r k  now s t a n d s .  W e  
a r e  p r e s e n t i n g  a map of t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  p a r k  t o  snow t h a t  t h e r e  i s  
a s l o u g h  r u n c i , ? g  t h r o u q h  i t .  named i n  honci-  of The ron  P i x l e y  a n d  
i s  now known a s  P i x l e y  S l o u g h .  

T h e r o n  P i x l e y  r e t u r n e d  e a s t  i n  1 8 5 2 .  

H i s  s o n  Reuben P i x l e y  was b o r n  Narch  2 ,  1 8 4 2 ,  a n a t i v e  of 
M i c h i g a n .  H e  came t o  San  J o a q u i n  C o u n t y  i n  1856  a n d  s e t t l e d  o n  
h i s  f a t h e r ’ s  f a r m  which  had  b e e n  t a k e n  i n  1 8 4 9  (where  M i c k e ’ s  
Grove  i s  now}. T o  g e t  t o  C a l i f o r n i a  h e  came v i a  t h e  I s t h m u s  of 
Panama by  a s a i l b o a t  f rom N e w  York a n d  f r o m  Panama by  s a i l b o a t  t o  
S a n  F r a n c i s c o .  

H e  f a r m e d  t h i s  l a n d  u n t i l  t h e  C i v i l  War b r o k e  o u t  a n d  t h e n  
e n l i s t e d  i n  t h e  U.S. Army and  was s e n t  t-o S a l t  L a k e  C i t y  w h e r e  h e  
w a s  m a i n t a i n e d  i n  q u a r t e r s  f o r  4 y e a r s  be fore  r e t u r n i n g  t o  S a n  
J o a g u i n  Coun ty  w h e r e  he p u r c h a s e d  1 6 0  a c r e s  c lose t o  t h e  C i t y  o f  
L o d i  a n d  b u i l t  a two s t o r y  h o u s e  o n  t h e  p r o p e r t y  a n d  l i v e d  t h e r e  
r a i s i n g  h a y  a n d  g r a i n  a n d  k e e p i n g  s t o c k .  

I h a v e  v i s i t e d  my Uncle  Reuben a n d  Aunt  Nary  many times b o t h  
when t h e y  l i v e d  on  Ket t lecren  Lane  a n d  when l i v i n g  a t  712 C h e r o k e e  
L a n e  a n d  h a v e  t a l k e d  t o  Unc le  Reuben a b o u t  h i s  C i v i l  War d a y s  i n  
t h e  army. tie s a i d  t r iey  marched h i s  c o n t i n g e n t  f r o m  S t o c k t o n ,  
Sac ra rnen to  by foo t  t o  Nevada w h e r e  t h e y  were i n  c h a r g e  o f  
p r o t e c t i n q  t h e  s i I v ~ ? r  and  g o l d  f i e l d s  a n d  t h e  pack  t r a i n s  
c a r r y i n g  t h e r e  m i n e r a l s  e a s t  w h e r e  t h e  p r o c e e d s  were u s e d  t o  
m a i n t a i n  t h e  armies of t h e  N o r t h  i n  t h e  w a r  w i t h  t h e  S o u t h .  In 
t h e  march t o  Nevada h e  s a i d  h e  w o r e  o u t  h i s  shoes, damaged h i s  
f e e t ,  a n a  a f t e r  b e i n g  d i s c h a r g e d  from t h e  army w a s  g i v e n  a 
p e n s i o n  f o r  l i f e .  

When h e  l i v e d  o n  K e t t l e m e n  L a n e  a f t e r  h i s  m a r r i a g e  t o  my 
Aunt  M d r j r  J a n e  B r i g g s  i n  Modcs to  i n  1 8 6 8 ,  my p a r e n t s  Delbert a n d  
Rose B r i g g s  t o o k  m e  t o  t h e i r  home v i a  S o u t h e r n  P a c i f i c  t o  

.__ ~ .... 
. .  



1 . a t h r o p .  From t , . z re  t o  s t o c k t o n  a n d  from c.1e1-e t o  L o d i  v i a  t h e  
3 r d  r a i l  t r a c t i o n  e r i q i n e  cj,.c.t;tinc; o f f  at .  K e t t l e m a  a n d  wa lk i r i c j  t h e  
1 / 4 1  m i l e  west t o  t h e i r  t-wo s t o r y  home where i;e s p e n t  Chr is t - f i ias .  
The y e a r  was 1904.  

By t h i s  time t h e  land a r o u n d  Locii h a d  been p l a n t e d  t o  f r u i t  
t r ees ,  c h e r r i e s ,  p l ~ m s  a n d  q r z p e s  p r i n c i p a l l y  Tokay a n d  Z i n f a n d e l  
of which  2 0  a c r e s  of h i s  1 6 0  acres  w f r e  p l a n t e d  i n  Tokay i n  1 8 9 8 ,  
a n d  2 0  a c r e s  of Z i n f a n d e l  wh ich  are now i n  the y e a r  1388  s t i l l  
v i g o r o u s  a n d  i n  cjood health bei .ng now known a s  t h e  w h i t t a k e r ' s  
\' ineyar.d j u s t  sout:; of V i n e  arid bnrc?er.ed o n  t h ?  e a s t  by  the 
f u t u r e  e x t e n s i o n  of  M y r t l e  Avenues .  Four-  p l u s  acres o n  the west 
bounda ry  of t h i s  virieyar-ci i s  t h e  p d ~  t oi t h e  \ C h i t  t - a k e r  V i r l eya rd  
t h a t  t h ?  C i t y  of I.,oZi is iiow s e e k i n q  to i :nprove t h e  proposed ?ark 
a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  "C D i - a l ~ a g e  C a S i r i " .  

K h i l e  c n  t h i s  1 6 0  acre  f a r m  w h i c h  l a t e r  was p l a n t e d  a l l  t o  
Vine  a n d  f r u i t  t rees ,  R e u b e r ,  2nd Nary  B r i g g s  P i x l e y  became t h e  
p a r e n t s  of t h r e e  c h i l d r e n :  S i l v i a  E t t a  P i x l e y ,  borr. Play 3 0 ,  1 8 7 5  
a n d  d i e d  October 1 9 ,  18?7; Gra Emma P i s l e y ,  b o r n  S e p t e m b e r  1 7 ,  
1880 a n d  d i e d  A p r i l  1 4 ,  1973 ;  and C h e s t e r  E r i g g s  P i x l e y ,  b o r n  
J a n u a r y  4, 1 8 8 3  a n d  d i e d  F e b r u a r y  1 9 ,  1 9 0 4 .  The  above names a n d  
d a t e s  were t a k e n  from t h e  P i x l e y  B i b l e .  

The  d e a t h  of C h e s t e r  w a s  q u i t e  t r a g i c ,  H e  was corning i n  
f rom p r u n i n g  w i t h  t h e  p r u n i n g  s h e a r s  o v e r  h i s  s h o u l d e r s .  They  
s l i p p e d  off a n d  s t r u c k  him i n  t h e  r i g h t  h e e l  c a u s i n g  l o c k j a w  f r o m  
which  h e  d i e d  t h e  n e x t  d a y  a t  t h e  a g e  of 21. H i s  f a t h e r  Reuben 
P i x l e y  had g o n e  t o  t h e  Coun ty  S e a t  i n  S t o c k t o n  t o  g r a n t  him a 
d e e d  t o  pa r t  of t h e  r a n c h  of t h i s  d a y  t o  f i n d  h i s  s o n  i n  t h i s  
c o n d i t i o n  as  a r e s u l t  h e  n e v e r  r e c e i v e d  h i s  i n h e r i t a n c e  a s  h i s  
o t h e r  s is ter  O r a  P i x l e y  W h i t t a k e r .  Sometime before 1918  t h e  
P i x l e y  f a m i l y  moved t o  a home a t  712 C h e r o k e e  L a n e  and  f;xmed 
p a r t  o f  t h e  l a n d  w h i c h  w a s  of t h e  1 6 0  acres owned when l i v i n g  o n  
K e t t l e m e n  Lane  and  t o o k  i n  t h e  4 0  acres of v i n e y a r d  o n  t h e  c o r n e r  
of V i n e  a n d  M y r t l e  Avenues  a n d  is a p a r t  of t h e  a c r e a g e  before 
men t ioned  a s  t h e  4 p l u s  acres t h a t  t h e  C i t y  of L.odi now s e e k s  t o  
a n n e x  t o  t h e  new p a r k  wh ich  w e  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  h e i r s  h o p e  t h e  C i t y  
of L o d i  w i l l  fee l  a s  we d o  s h a l l  be nanted P i x l e y  P i o n e e r  P a r k .  

On May 9 ,  1 9 0 5 ,  Reuben a n d  Mary P i x l e y ' s  d a u g h t e r  Ora  E .  
P i x l e y  was m a r r i e d  i n  L o d i  t o  Mzr ion  W i l l i a m  W h i t t a k e r  l o v i n g l y  
known t o  t h e  p e o p l e  of L o d i  a s  " E i l l " .  I t  i s  n o t  known t o  m e  f o r  
s u r e  j c s t  whene t h e  f a m i l y  moved t o  C h e r o k e e  Lane  b u t  when t h e y  
d i d ,  Reuben b u i l t  t h e  two s t o r y  home t h e r e  a n d  a l s o  a s n a l l e r  
h G m e  for O r a  a n d  B i l l  n e x t  d o o r  a t  714  C h e r o k e e  Lane .  F rom ther?  
on B i l l  f a rmed  a n d  managed t h e  v i n e y a r d s ,  some a l r e a d y  p l a n t e d  a s  
n o t e d  S e f o r e  i n  t h i s  m a n u s c r i p t  wh ich  would  a l s o  i n c l u d e  t h e  
v i n e y a r d  now known a s  t h e  W h i t a k e r  Ranch o n  c o r n e r  o f  V i n e  a n d  
M y r t l e  Avenues.  

B i l l  W h i t t a k e r  n o  d o u b t  may well Setter be remembered b y  t h e  
present  c i t i z e n s  of L o d i  t h a n  w o u l d  Reuben P i x l e y ,  h e  h a v i n q  b e e n  
a f a r  o l d e r  p i o n e e r  of t h e  area .  

,_ , "-. . . ..l.*.- . . .  , 
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Reuben,  h o w e v e r ,  was well know!] i n  h i s  d a y ,  h a v i n g  d i e d  i n  
Augus t  1 5 ,  1 9 2 7 ,  by h i s  c h r a n i e s  of  C i v i l  War d a y s  who met. a t  
l o c a l  g a t h e r i n g s  i n  L o d i  a n d  also which  members o f  h i s  Lodge  
I.@.@.'?, ar:d t h e  H a r t f o r d  P c s t  Grand  Army of t h e  R e p u b l i c  of 
w h i c h  h e  i i z s  t i  c h a r t e r  niea:ber. P i l l  N i l i t t a k e r  a member of t h e  
H a s o n i c  1,odge ar:d S h r i r ? e r  d i s d  Augus t  1 5 ,  1 9 5 0  l e a v i n g  a l l  of t h e  
W h i t t a k e r  P i x l e y  p r o p e r t y  t o  h i s  wife. Ora T i x l 3 y  W h i t t a k e r ,  

Ora Pixley W h i t t a k e r  i r :  .Fier OWi? r i g h t  was a w e l l  kno:m l a d y  
of L o d i  t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  thc a c t i v i t i e s  of the I l a r t f o r d  P o s t  No. 
1 5 5  Granc: A r m y  o f  t h e  Rept :S l ic  cf ?.!hi.cn s h e  was a s s i s t a n t .  
a d j u t a n t  2nd by a c l i ~ p i n r j  froc t h e  Gak land  T r i b c n c  G a t e d  Jz!~\iary 
I, 1 9 3 0  was g i v c n  t h e  h o n o r  of bei.r;g the f i r s t  wcnari t o  h a v e  t h e  
d i s t i n c t i o n  of b e i n g  a member of t h e  Grand Army of t h e  R e p u b l i c .  
Mrs. h ' i l l i z m  Rose of Wibas? ,  I r i d i z n a  wss t o  be t h e  s e c o n d  woman 
i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o  thus h o z o r e d .  

The a b o v e  t a k e n  f rom c i i p p i r q s  f o u n d  i n  L o d i  and  Sar! 
F r a n c i s c o  n e w s p a p e r s .  

A t  t h e  d e a t h  of Ora  P i x l e y  W h i t t a k e r  o n  A p r i l  14, 1 9 7 3 ,  
S t a n t o n  R .  B r i g g s ,  M i l d r e d  B r i g g s  P a r k e r ,  a n d  Henry R u s s e l l  
B r i g g s  w e r e  named i n '  h e r  Will a s  b e n e f i t J i a r i e s  t o  t h e  40 acre 
v i n e y a r d  known now a s  t h o  N h i t t a k e r  Ranch on  t h e  corner of V i n e  
and  M y r t l e  S t r e e t s .  

A t  t h e  d e a t h  of S t a n t o n  B r i g g s  aild h i s  w i f e  K i t t y ,  t h e i r  
s h a r e  became, b y  t h e i r  W i l l ,  t h e  p r o p e r t y  of S t a n t o n ' s  s ister 
M i l d r e d  B r i g g s  P a r k e r .  Some y e a r s  a g o ,  Henry  R u s s e l l  B r iggs  
d e e d e d  h i s  s h a r e  of s a i d  p r o p e r t y  t o  h i s  t w o  s o n s ,  James R.  
B r i g g s  and  Robert  0 -  Bricjcjs a n d  t o  h i s  t h r e e  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  Jo- 
Lynne,  J e f f r e y  a n d  J u d i t h  B r i g g s .  The  p r o p e r t y  is  n o w  i n  t h e i r  
n a m e s ,  t h e  M i l d r e d  P a r k e r  s h a r e  b e i n g  2 / 3  a n d  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  
u n d i v i d e d  1 / 3  i n  t h e  names above who are t h e  d e s c e n d a n t s  of Henry  
R u s s e l l  B r i g q s .  

T o  t h e  bes t  of my a b i l i t y ,  I have w r i t t e n  a l l  of t h e  a b o v e  
c o n s i s t i n g  of 3 p a g e s  a n d  a t t e s t  it t o  be t r u e  and of great  
h i s t o r i c a l  v a l u e .  Most of w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  t a k e n  from t h e  P i x l e y  
B ib le  and  o t h e r  c l i p p i n g s  f r c m  t h e  L o d i  paper a n d  also t o  my 
pe r sona !  knowledge  of e v e n t s  t h a t  happened .  

To t h i s  I a t t e s t  i n  t h e  name of God. Born  i n  N o d e s t o ,  
C a l i f o r n i a  on J u l y  10, 1898 .  

Henr$ R u s s e l l  B r i g g s  



. .  
,--- 

I 

Mn. Ora Emma Pixley 
Whit1ake.r. 92, of 9 S .  
California St.. died Saturciay 
morning in a local hospital 
after a n  extended illness. 

h native o: Mi. she was the 
daughter of the late Reuben 
and Mary Jane Pixiey, 
pioneers of this area. Born on 
the Pixiey Ranch on old 
Cherckee Lane. she attended 
Lodi elementary schools and 
was a graduate of Lodi High 
School. On M a y  9, 1905, she 
was married to Marion 
William “Bill” Whittaker. a 
prominent Lodi vineyardist 
who died in 1950. 

Mrs. Whittaker is survived 
by three cousins, hfrs. Mildred 
K. Parker of Stockton, Stanton 
R. Briggs and H. Russell 
Briggs of Modesto. 

She was a jo year member of 
the Lodi Chapter No. 150, 
Order of Eastern Sfar; of the 
Lodi Travel Club; the Lodi 
NXist Club; the Lodi 500 Club 
and the Lodi Woman’s Club. 

Funeral services wil! be heid 
at I 1  a.m. Tuesday in the 
chapel of the Gierhart and 
Wells Funeral Home. 

Burial wil l  be at  Lodi 
Memorial Cemetery. 



* 259 Acre Park * Japanese Garden 6 P a v i l i o n  
* 200 * Rose Garden * Swirnming Pool * Camel l ia  Garden 
* S o f t b a l l  Diamonds * Playgrounds 
* Iiorseshoe Pits- * D r i n k i n g  Fountains 
* Picnic/BBQ Areas * Concess ion Stand 
* Banquet/Mecting F a c i l i t i e s  Restrooms 
.* I l i a t o r i c a l  Museum 

1.OCATIOtI: Five  miles  n o r t h  of 
Stockton ,  betweeri Stockcon and 
Lodi.  One-half nile West  Of 
iiighway 99 o r  three  miles e a s t  of 
1-5, cake Eight Mile Road t o  H1ck.e 
Grove Road. 

MI C K E  
G R O V E  
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